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SRPING EXCURSION - APRIL 2025
HORSE DRAWN BARGE - AVON AND KENNET CANAL

The Kennet Horse Boat Company is a small, family-run business
that operates traditional canal barges for public boat trips and
private charters. The company was established in 1970 and
has been run by the Butler family since 1980.

Reflecting the role of the barge in England’s heritage, the
barges are painted in the traditional ‘roses and castles’
decorative style, which became fashionable in the mid-1800s.
The Kennet horse-drawn barge is a wide-beam passenger trip
boat, purpose built-in 1976. She operates from Kintbury and is
20.4m (67ft) long by 3m (10ft) wide. Powered solely by the 1hp
towing action of the horse, she carries a maximum of 53 to 64
passengers, depending on the type of trip.

If you are interested, please contact me on:
Email petecavell@yahoo.co.uk phone 01903 772828
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